ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL ESD EXPERT COUNCIL (NESDEC)
The UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (UNDESD) began in 2005 and runs to 2014. Internationally, Canada has signalled its support for the UNDESD. In Vilnius on the 17-18 March 2005, 200 delegates participated in a high-level meeting of Environment and Education Ministries to adopt the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development, which includes Canada, and the Vilnius Framework for its implementation.  The Canadian delegation consisted of Gerald Farthing, Acting Deputy Minister, Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth; Suzan Bowser, Acting Director General, Environment Canada; Diane Rochon, Program Officer, Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport (Québec); and David Walden, Secretary-General, Canadian Commission for UNESCO.  

The aim of the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development is to develop and incorporate education for sustainable development (ESD) into the formal, non-formal and informal education systems in Canada. The objectives of the strategy are to: ensure that policy, regulations and operations support ESD; promote ESD though formal, non-formal and informal learning; equip educators with the competence to include SD in their teaching; ensure that ESD tools and materials are accessible; promote research and development of ESD; and strengthen cooperation on ESD at all levels.  In response to this commitment, the Federal government and provincial/territorial Ministries of Education and Environment will be reporting on the implementation of this framework.  
In Canada, Learning for a Sustainable Future (LSF) has been charged with creating a National Education for Sustainable Development Expert Council (NESDEC) and establishing Education for Sustainable Development Working Groups (ESDWG) in Canadian jurisdictions in support of the UNDESD.  LSF is undertaking these activities in partnership with Environment Canada and Manitoba Ministry of Education, Citizenship and Youth/Advanced Education and Training.  Manitoba has served as the pilot jurisdiction to develop the first ESD Working Group and has documented their process and outcomes.   
Learning for a Sustainable Future (LSF) is a Canadian non-profit organization founded in 1991 by a diverse group of youth, educators, business, community members and government to implement education for sustainable development (ESD) into the formal school systems in Canada.  The creation of the organization was part of Canada’s response to the Rio Conference on Sustainable Development and the acknowledgement that education is a key element to achieving a sustainable future.  LSF strongly believes that by focusing on today’s youth, we directly help to shape an understanding of sustainability in our leaders of tomorrow. In the past decade LSF has accomplished many pan-Canadian Education for Sustainable Development initiatives involving advancement of education policies and curricula, support for educators and students, community capacity-building, and innovative programs, including web-based ESD courses and programs, and the creation of accessible networks of its stakeholders across Canada.

The aim for the creation of a National Education for Sustainable Development Expert Council is to create a culture of ESD in Canada bringing together senior leaders from Provincial and Federal Ministries, formal, informal and non-formal education sectors to support regional coordination, development and implementation of ESD policies, curricula, materials/resources and teacher education.  
NESDEC Terms of Reference

The National ESD Expert Council will:

· Address cross cutting activities such as sustainability literacy and tracking, research, communication, sharing of best practices.
· Support the coordination and delivery of the formal education component for the UN DECADE 2005 to 2014 of the Provincial/Territorial Working Groups with LSF acting as the Secretariat.
· Review progress of the Provincial/Territorial Working Groups and give direction and advice as required.

· The initial term for the Expert Council will be two years with the intention for the council to be in existence for the entire Decade as set out by the UN.

NESDEC Outcomes 

The NESDEC will support the Provincial/Territorial Working Groups to:

· Build ESD into the education culture, including the body of generally accepted curriculum and learning activities, teacher training, facilities management, procurement, etc. in the formal school system K to 12, post-secondary, non-formal and informal education.
· Establish strategic collaboration between governments, education sector leaders, business, and community / NGO’s to increase cohesion and leverage in creating a culture of ESD,
· Relay a sense of urgency and the latest science on critical issues such as air water and GHG’s,
· Coordinate and enhance delivery of activities in support of the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.
Indicators of Success
Each country in the Economic Commission for Europe is responsible for implementing the United UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development.   A UNECE Steering Committee has established an Expert Group to develop a set of ESD indicators addressing the areas for action outlined in the Strategy, including  a) Ensure that policy, regulatory and operational frameworks support the promotion for ESD; b) Promote SD through formal, non-formal and informal learning; c) Develop the competence within the education sector to engage in ESD; d) Ensure that adequate tools and materials for ESD are accessible; e) Promote research on and development of ESD.   The Federal government and Provincial/Territorial Ministries of Education and Environment will be responsible for reporting on progress. The National ESD Expert Council will assess and regularly follow up on the implementation of the areas for actions outlined in the Strategy. 
NESDEC Participants  

Participants will include representation from:

· Learning for a Sustainable Future (LSF),

· Manitoba Education Citizenship and Youth (MECY) /Advanced Education and Training (AET),

· Provincial/Territorial ESD Working Groups*,

· National organizations (i.e., federal government departments, Teachers’ Federation, Council of Ministers of Education/Ministers of the Environment, YENGO’s),

· International organizations.

NESDEC Meetings 

The NESDEC will meet twice annually with a minimum of one face-to-face meeting and one teleconference.

