N.S. environmental groups call on politicians to focus on green issues
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HALIFAX - Environmental groups are calling on Nova Scotia politicians to put green issues at the top of the agenda of the fall legislative session.

Several protests were held across the province Wednesday to urge politicians to take a more aggressive stance when it comes to environmental issues.

In Halifax, activists staged a play in front of the legislature showing a politician sleeping through the many threats facing the environment.

The executive director of the Nova Scotia Environmental Network, Tamara Lorincz, said there is a wide range of issues that need to be addressed, including climate change and greenhouse gases, strip mining, and protecting the coastline.

She said while the province passed legislation earlier this year setting out a number of goals and targets, including greenhouse gas reductions, it's a small step that is coming years too late.

"They've only just begun," said Lorincz. "Let's remember that we signed Kyoto in 1997, Kyoto was ratified by the Canadian government almost five years ago, so Nova Scotia actually has been a laggard on dealing with climate change."

The province passed the Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act, which sets goals including reducing greenhouse gases to 10 per cent below 1990 levels over the next 13 years.

Lorincz said the evidence that climate change is a serious threat to the world is only growing, and politicians in Nova Scotia should take a lead role.

She said environmentalists will be watching Thursday's speech from the throne carefully for any sign that the province is taking the issue more seriously.

