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SHORTT’S LAKE – Two key organizers fighting the burning of tires here have been rewarded for their efforts.
Lydia and Allan Sorflaten were named the Nova Scotia Environmental Network’s Eco-Hero Environmentalists of the Year.
In November 2006, the Sorflatens were among the first people to speak publicly about the proposed burning of tires at the nearby Lafarge plant. The province ruled out burning tires as a means of disposal for the foreseeable future in November 2007.
Lydia said the award is for the members of the Citizens Against Burning of Tires (CABOT).
“We worked really hard and I feel this is an acknowledgement of the tremendous amount of work done by our group,” she said.
The Sorflatens found out about the award yesterday morning. Lydia said she was surprised. “You work along in life and just do what’s right for the time but don’t expect acknowledgement,” she said.
Having the province rule out burning tires was a victory for her group.
“We all feel a tremendous satisfaction,” she said. “When you’re David and take on a Goliath you don’t expect to win the battle ... I think because we were so committed to it, we felt so strongly, all of us, we worked really hard.”
Cumberland Colchester Musquodoboit Valley MP Bill Casey was also recognized. He will receive the award for Environmental Political Will. He was nominated by CABOT and Sorflaten said he was a great support for the group. Casey was out of the country and unable to be reached for comment. 
The awards will be presented on Monday.
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